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PASTORAL LETTER FROM THE BISHOP
appointed to be read
in all churches and chapels of the Diocese of Portsmouth
on 27 September 2026, the Twenty-Sixth Sunday of the Year

THINGS VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE
Dear Friends of Christ,

Whenever we come to Sunday Mass, we profess our belief in the existence of
a loving God, the Creator of heaven and earth, visibilium omnium et
invisibilium: the Maker 'of all things visible and invisible."" God's creation is
magnificent! He made it out of nothing and He sustains it in being.2 But as the
Fourth Lateran Council affirmed, He made it two-fold, the visible creation and
the invisible, with two orders of creatures, material and spiritual, humans being
both.2 When we explore the visible world God has made, we cannot help being
filled with awe and wonder. Yet this pales before the majestic invisible world
of the angels and saints, gathered around God'’s throne, exclaiming Sanctus!
Sanctus! Sanctus!* The world of God's invisible creatures, the angels and
archangels, the cherubim and seraphim, is brought out admirably for us this
coming week by the Church’s liturgy, when on Tuesday we venerate the
archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael and on Friday our Guardian Angels.

Bear with me a moment. Angels are spiritual beings. They are immortal. They
are personal, with intelligence and free will. Each, according to St. Thomas, is
its own species.> They are God's servants and messengers, although we also
know from scripture - and we might add, from experience too - that some of
them are fallen. Nowadays, living tn a society with so many advances in science
and technology, some find it hard to believe in angels, yet ironically cutting-
edge science is open to the existence of invisible, immaterial worlds.® Have you
ever been in a room with an odd atmosphere? Or met a person struggling with
an addiction? Or thought of a friend who then suddenly phones you? Many
things in life are invisible. Even as you listen to this Letter, your church is filled
with data links, mobile phone calls and other electronic signals, all invisible yet



real. Some processes have their origins in the spiritual realm. It is from there
that God sends His angels to help, serve and protect us, just as in scripture,
when we read of Michael bringing God's victory, Gabriel God’s messages and
Raphael God's healing.” This is why each day we should thank God for His love,
whilst entrusting ourselves to Him and asking His protection.

Why do | mention this? For two reasons. First, this time of the year has been
named ‘The Season of Creation.’ The Season is an ecumenical period of prayer
and action when we thank God for His creation, reflect on humanity's impact
on the natural world and commit ourselves to sustainable living and
environmental protection.® This year, Pope Leo has urged us to turn off the
noise of daily life in order to "hear the melodious voice of creation.” It is not
yet too late, he adds, to repair humanity's relationship with the environment.®
So, in the words of the Mass for the Care of Creation, let us ask the angels to
help us care lovingly for creation and to live in harmony with all creatures.®

But secondly, this is also the time of the year when parishes take a Mass count
and begin assembling their pastoral statistics. When | was a parish priest, | used
to worry whether the figures were down! In the Diocese, for some communities,
this will be the case, challenging them to renew their prayer, welcome and
outreach. On the other hand, by God'’s grace, we have a mission-plan, You Will
be My Witnesses, with an exciting ten-year vision''. It is a plan for expansion,
for strengthening and deepening faith. The Church exists to evangelise,’ but
like breathing-in and breathing-out, evangelisation is about ourselves growing
in faith, as much as about reaching out to others.’ Whilst progress cannot be
measured simply by numbers, numbers do say something. The visible does in
some way point to the invisible. So are we growing in love for Jesus in His Word
and in the Holy Eucharist? And are we going out to serve Him in the poor?'
How are we deepening our faith and putting it into action?

The hardest change of all is changing ourselves. How can | become more holy,
closer to Christ? How can | become better formed in my faith? How can our
parish put Christ more evidently at the centre? How can we pass on the Faith
to the young? What works of charity, justice and ecology might we undertake?
How can we encourage real stewardship, responsibility and tithing? And how
can our parish witness to the Gospel in this area? If this parish closed tomorrow,
would anyone who is not a member notice the difference?

“Son, go and work in the vineyard today.”'® In today’'s Gospel, Jesus uses the
tmage of two sons, one who did the will of his father and one who did not.
Which one are you? Over the next months, | want to encourage you to
recommit yourself to keeping the Six Holy Habits:

First, to keep Sunday special by attending Mass;"’

Secondly, to resolve to spend at least five minutes a day in prayer;'s
Thirdly to keep Friday as a day of penance and charity towards the poor;?
Fourthly, regularly to pay a visit to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament;®
Fifthly, to go to Confession once a month or so;?" and

Sixthly, to join a small group for formation, prayer and fellowship.
Imagine the revolution if everyone in the Diocese adopted all six!



Finally, to make more visible what might otherwise be invisible, | invite you to
complete a short, anonymous questionnaire. By sharing your experience, you
will contribute to the development of the Diocese and help me to discern how
the Lord is at work. It will only take a few minutes: you can access it by scanning
the QR code below. Thank you in advance. We hope to repeat the survey in
three years’ time to view the journey made. Meanwhile, let me offer you the
Lord’s blessing. “May the Lord send His holy angels to keep you safe. May they
guard you in all your ways. One day, may they bring you sa?/ ely to heaven.”??

In Corde lesu
+ Philip
Bishop of Portsmouth.

TO ACCESS THE QUESTIONNAIRE
Open your smartphone's camera app, point it steadily at the code until a popup
link appears, and then tap that link to open the content:

Or use this link: https://eu.surveymonkey.com/r/QTBWYRP
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