PARISH NEWS FOR THE

CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, ANDOVER

St John the Baptist, Andover and St John Fisher, Whitchurch
Parish Priest: Reverend Canon Christopher Rutledge KHS
Office: Alexandra Rd, Andover, SP10 3AD Tel: 01264 352829
Office email: office@catholic-andover.org.uk
Website: www.catholic-andover.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Mrs Jackie Kelly: safeguarding@catholic-andover.org.uk
Office Hours: Monday: 8.30am - 3.30pm; Tues. & Thurs.: 8.30am - 12 noon; Fri. 8.30am - 2.30pm.
NB: The Office is CLOSED on Wednesdays / Canon Chris’ Day off: Wednesday.

29th / 30th November and 6th / 7th December - First and Second Sundays of Advent.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

This Sunday we begin Advent, the four-week liturgical season that precedes Christmas. The term is derived from the
Latin word adventus which means “coming.” While we remember that coming of Jesus at the first Christmas, | think this
season also invites us to be attentive to the constant comings of Jesus in our lives and in our world. Ironically, because we
are so busy preparing for Christmas with buying gifts, making holiday plans, decorating our houses, or cooking, we are less
attentive to the many ways that Jesus continues to be part of our lives. And we are less attentive to the many ways he
desires to use us to do his will.

As | prayed over the gospel reading for today from Mark, I, like the disciples, was reminded to be watchful and alert
to God’s presence in my life. The disciples were likened to servants whom the master had put in charge of his house, each
servant entrusted with his own work. What does it mean for me to oversee God’s house together with my brothers and
sisters? What is the work that God has entrusted me with? As | grapple with these questions, the reading consoles me that
God does not abandon me but instead, as the Indian poet, Rabindranath Tagore notes in his poem Gitanjali, “he comes,
comes, ever comes . . . every day and every night he comes, comes, ever comes.”

As we enter this season of Advent, may we experience this constant coming of the Lord in our life, as we strive to
take care of his house and do the work entrusted to us. N.S. S.J.

DIOCESAN PRAYER INTENTIONS: 30th November - 6th December
Sun: Community of St Andrew, North Baddesley; Community of St Edmund Campion, Bournemouth.
Mon: Parish of St Edmund Campion, Maidenhead. Tue: Les Cotils Retreat and Conference Centre, Guernsey.
Wed: Diocesan Team for Formation for Mission. Thur: All Religious Orders which formerly served in the Diocese.
Fri: Parishes, Communities and Schools in the Oxfordshire Pastoral Area. Sat: Children in the Diocese.

EXPOSITION FOR ADVENT This will be after 10.00am Mass
each Tuesday in Advent.

Do remember that St John the Baptist Church is open every day
for private prayer. (It is occasionally closed on Wednesdays as
that is Canon Chris’ day off.)

PARISH COLLECTIONS - WEEKEND 22/23 NOVEMBER
LOOSE PLATE: £558.95 GIFT AID ENVELOPES: £248.50
STANDING ORDERS: (Weekly Average) £933
DIRECT DEBITS: (Weekly Average) £315.00
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E BAPTIST PARISH CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Early Vigil Mass: Andover 6.00pm
Christmas Eve ‘Midnight Mass’: Andover 9.30pm
Christmas Eve ‘Midnight Mass’: Farleigh School 10.00pm
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Christmas Day

Whitchurch: 8.00am Mass
Farleigh School: 10.00am Mass

Andover: 10.30am Mass

Saturday 6th December 2025 - 7.30pm
St Mary’s Church Andover

Tickets available from Paula at 6.00pm Mass and
Mark J-F at Sunday Mass in Andover.
Ticket price also includes Mulled wine & mince pie.

Feast of St Stephen - Boxing Day
Andover 10.00am Mass
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We have the CTS Yearly 2026 Missal for sale in the Parish Office - now priced £9 each.
‘Helpfully presented in calendar order from the First Sunday of Advent 2025 to Christ the King 2026,
this lightweight, paperback Sunday Missal contains everything you need for Sunday Mass and
Solemnities all year. They contain everything you need including the order of Mass.’
[Alternatively | can order the three year cyclical hardback Missals at £20.00 each.]

Please note - we will be discontinuing the pre-printed Mass leaflets
on the weekend of 10th/11th January. Whilst they are useful, they are very wasteful and not in
keeping with the ethos of the encyclical Laudato Si, where we are encouraged to be less wasteful and care for

our planet.
) Foodbank S HAMBER
HOIR

A Christmas musical by Roger Jones

Saturday 13th December
St John the Baptist RC Church, Andover
6.30pm Drinks & Stalls

Voices from the Manger

e 7.30 Concert

Tickets: £5 An evening of Carols and Poems with
jamésonsharon11@gmail.com Andover Chamber Choir on Saturday 20th
Tel: 07933785368 December at 7.00pm in St Mary’s Church,
Andover. Tickets are £18 on the door or £15
°‘°“‘°‘%°; in advance from The Lights (in person and

Proceeds to

o5 couA,,Qtr
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online) or through choir members.
Under 16s are admitted free.

ANDovER”

If you are coming to Mass or the Refreshments are included. Proceeds in aid
concert on Saturday 13th December - and of Andover Foodbank, providing essential
if you are able - please park in Beech support to local individuals and families in

Hurst Car park, as the church car park will
be extremely busy!

crisis this winter.

ST JOHN FISHER CHURCH invite you to a Christmas Carol Social Evening
on Friday 19th December, 6.30pm for 7.0pm.
‘The Light of the World’, tickets (for numbers only-no charge)
from Jim White at Whitchurch.
Offers of food appreciated - please sign up at the back of church (in Whitchurch)
The Christmas Raffle will be draw on this evening, tickets will be on sale soon!

We are delighted to invite you to the Portsmouth Gregorian Chant Course 2026, to be held at St John’s Cathedral,
Portsmouth. This unique series of workshops offers an opportunity to immerse yourself in the timeless art of
Gregorian Chant, guided by expert instructors and supported by the Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth.

The Chant Course Highlights: Three one-day workshops: 10thg January, 14th February, and 14th March 2026
Suitable for beginners and experienced singers Learn history, notation, Latin pronunciation, semiology
liturgical context, modes, rhythm, performance, and chant leadership Led by Dominic Bevan, professional

music director, alongside Monastic instructors Each session concludes with a live liturgical performance
in the Cathedral. Open to adults and children (7+), of all backgrounds and faiths
To find out more details visit https://portsmouthgregorianchant.blogspot.com/

Information Notice. Please let the Parish Office know if you move house/change your phone number/change your email
address. Let us know if you are going into hospital or if you have a relative who is either in hospital or in a care home.
Even if it is ioutside of Andover, we can arrange for Holy Communion/a visit etc. Please help us to help you! Thank you.



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fportsmouthgregorianchant.blogspot.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40catholic-andover.org.uk%7C5f5578781ef54c54be8608de26792d1e%7C0f10716967e04eaf84289e9f05e974ab%7C0%7C0%7C638990500705970077%7CUnk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK - SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

During this time of the year, every tv commercial, every shop, and even most of our conversations focus our
attention on Christmas plans. We begin to turn our attention to whom to invite over for dinner and what gifts to give
family and friends. For some, Christmas represents loneliness, loss, and unbearable anxiety. For them, Advent
becomes a painful waiting period before the reopening of a wound, and a reminder of their aloneness in this
world. Sometimes we forget to stay ‘in the moment’ of Advent a bit longer and more intentionally, even though it might
seem easier to just look ahead.

I, just like most people, enjoy preparing my home with festive decorations, planning delicious meals and family
time, as | anticipate Christmas. So, | have often found myself either rushing through Advent or looking right over it to
Christmas. As the glitz, excitement, and maybe even a little anxiety of Christmas grabs our attention, John the Baptist
also grabs our attention and prompts us to prepare in a deeper way.

John the Baptist, a man who lived what he preached, did not hold back when he informed everyone present for
baptism that their task was to announce Christ by the way they lived; it was not enough to say that they were
baptised. This is a prompt | sit with quite often because my excuse for not being very intentional with Advent has been
that | work in Church and do ministry every day, so | have convinced myself that | have done enough. However, | find
myself becoming complacent and overly comfortable with the flow of the Church calendar. So much so that | move
right through each week to the next thing or season. | find that preparing my heart to be a welcoming place for Jesus
becomes an afterthought in the rushing around. | have found myself increasingly more uncomfortable with Advent
because it feels like just another period of waiting, which mirrors most of my life. | become tired of preparing myself to
wait and find myself creating numerous lists for future tasks. In the process, | miss Advent, which is the announcement
of love that is and love to come.

So, today | am quite drawn to the prompt of John the Baptist to prepare in a deeper way to experience God and
to do God’s work, to repent, forgive, and bear good fruit. As we prepare our hearts, we prepare a way for God to
enliven and transform us. Preparing a way for God, preparing a welcoming place for Jesus in my heart, demands that |
live a life that shows a spirit of understanding, wisdom, endurance, courage, harmony, truthfulness, authenticity, and
reconciliation. Preparing a way for the Lord and making the way straight also means listening to God intentionally and
removing the blockages and obstacles which prevent God from coming close to me.

Advent might also be a good time for me to intentionally look into the parts of my life that need ‘straightening
out’ and then maybe in the process even find the courage to stay a little while longer in the discomfort of waiting and
preparation which could sometimes fill the Advent space. V.Amu

DIOCESAN PRAYER INTENTIONS: 7th December - 13th December
Sun: University Chaplains in the Diocese. Mon: Community of the Immaculate Conception, Sandhurst.
Tue: Parish of the Immaculate Conception, Liphook. Wed: Parish of the Immaculate Conception, Portswood;
Parish of St Swithun Wells; Community of St Swithun Wells, Fair Oak.
Thur: Community of the Immaculate Conception, Stubbington. Fri: Parish of Our Lady Immaculate, Westbourne.
Sat: The Holy Father (ordained priest 13.12.1969) .

JOIN OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOL COMMUNITY!
Spaces Availablein YearR, 1,2 & 3
Due to families relocating, we are delighted to offer places for new children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and
Year 3.A Catholic education is more than learning — it’s about growing in faith and confidence. Our school
celebrates every child’s gifts and helps them flourish academically and spiritually. Arrange a personal tour
today! Visit our website to apply: www.sjbschool.co.uk or email: office@st-john-andover.hants.sch.uk
WE WOULD LOVE TO WELCOME YOU AND YOUR FAMILY!

Everyone’s Welcome at the
FRIENDS OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST SCHOOL CHRISTMAS FAYRE
on 13" December in school from 4.00pm to 6.00pm.
They’ll be serving Pizza, Hot Dogs, Cakes and Drinks
Lots of stalls, games, a book sale, and activities for children
A pre-loved uniform sale, a Christmas Movie and 3D Printing
A Tombola (Chocolates and bottles!) plus a raffle with fantastic prizes!
Come along for some festive fun!

St John the Baptist School ADVENT SERVICE in St John the Baptist Church on Thursday 18" December at
6.00pm led by the children from Key Stage 2.
Everyone is welcome to join the children for their Advent Service!



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sjbschool.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40catholic-andover.org.uk%7C66684d5c3ae34c350ac908de2bf8bd85%7C0f10716967e04eaf84289e9f05e974ab%7C0%7C0%7C638996544523678655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8
mailto:office@st-john-andover.hants.sch.uk

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS FROM 29TH NOVEMBER - 12TH DECEMBER
Confessions will be every Saturday after 10.00am Mass or from 5.30pm to 5.45pm on Saturday.

Sat. 29th No 10.00am Mass, Confessions or Exposition

Sat. 29th Andover Mass 6.00pm - Vigil Mass for the First Sunday of Advent For Holy Souls
Sunday 30th - First Sunday of Advent YEAR A
Whitchurch Mass 9.00am For the Holy Souls
!' /! Farleigh School Mass 10.00am -

e
FITEERT Andover Mass 10.30am  Teresa Munkonge RIP - Anniversary

Mon 1st Advent Mass in St John the Baptist Primary School at 9.30am - all welcome For Children of the Parish

Tue. 2nd Andover Mass 10.00am * Exposition after Mass Wedding Anniversary Blessings - Clifford and Alisha
Tea, Coffee and Cake after Mass / Exposition - Christmas edition!
Andover - Healing Prayers from 6.30pm - 7.00pm

Wed.3rd  No Mass or Service

Thur. 4th No Whitchurch Mass - Canon Chris at a meeting

Fri. 5th Andover Mass 10.00am (English Martyr St John Almond) Michael Roberts RIP - Anniversary
Sat. 6th 10.00am Mass (St Nicholas, Bishop, optional memorial) Amanda Workman for Health and Strength
Sat. 6th 2.30pm - Syro Malabar Mass

Sat. 6th Andover Mass 6.00pm Patrick and Patricia Moore RIP
Sunday 7th - Second Sunday of Advent YEAR A
Whitchurch Mass 9.00am For the People of the Parish
l Farleigh School Mass 10.00am -
’

#5 »= 0~ Andover Mass 10.30am In Thanksgiving

Mon. 8th Andover Mass 10.00am - Immaculate conception of the Virgin Mary, Solemnity - Joint-Principal Patron
of the Diocese. Eileen Wharton for Health and Strength

Tue. 9th Andover Mass 10.00am (St John Diego Cuahtlatoatzin, optional memorial) * Exposition after Mass
Lillian and Tony da Silva - 53rd Wedding Anniversary Blessings

Andover - Healing Prayers from 6.30pm - 7.00pm

Wed. 10th  No Mass or Service

Thur. 11th  Whitchurch Mass 10.00am (St Damasus I, Pope, optional memorial )
Funeral Service at 1.30pm for Scott Thompson RIP

Fri. 12th Andover Mass 10.00am (Our Lady of Guadalupe, optional memorial )
Felicity and Eucharist Scicluna RIP - Anniversary

Please note, the Parish Office will be closed
from 12 noon on Thursday 27th November to 8.30am on Monday 8th December

Please pray for: Esmé Coveney, Rita Lane, Margaret Williams, Patrick Arnold, Mary Oak, Fiona Hilleard,
Tony Fabian, Helen O’Connell, Douglas Manning, Diane Mahoney, Sile Monnely, Rita Casey, Rose Bull, Carol Keenan,
F{j’? Eileen Wharton, Oran Keenan, Margarita Hardiman and Robert Colledge.
~4- 5z Please pray for the repose of the soul of Patrick Colledge and Scott Thompson.
%_FJ May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace.

The Andover Foodbank would like to thank everyone who has donated to Harvest Festival over the past few weeks.
The response has been amazing and we are, as always, incredibly grateful. We currently have very low stocks of the food
and non-food items listed below and would appreciate any donations: Tinned Minced Beef; Tinned Sweetcorn;
Marshmallows; Peanut Butter; Toothpaste; Laundry pods and Cleaning spray. Thank you!

NOTICE FOR ALL PARENTS
Dear Parents, for safeguarding purposes would you please ensure that you always accompany your children if they need
to go to the toilet when you are at Mass, especially in Andover.
Please do not send them across to the hall on their own. Thank you.
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