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T 
hursday 23rd October 
marked a historic day in 
the often troubled history 
of the Roman Catholic 

Church and Anglican Christian 
communities. For the first time since 
Henry VIII broke from the Catholic 
Church and declared himself Head 
of the Church of England, a British 
Monarch and a Pope joined together 
in ecumenical prayer in the awe-
inspiring splendour of the Sistine 
Chapel. 

The day’s events began 
when King Charles and Queen 
Camilla had a private meeting in the 
Apostolic Palace with Pope Leo 
XIV. They then went to the Sistine 
Chapel where they were joined by the Most Reverend Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York, Cardinal Vincent Nichols 
and Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh Leo Cushley, together with various dignitaries from the Catholic Church 
and the United Kingdom. 

Two themes were evident during the Royal visit: Christian Unity and care for the environment. King Charles 
has a passionate concern for the environment, and  one of the original goals of the visit as it was originally planned was 
to highlight the commitment King Charles shared with the late Pope Francis as evidenced by the encyclical Laudato si’. 
The King has also shown commitment to interfaith engagement, and the ecumenical nature of the prayer service 
reflected that.  

The prayers were in Latin and English. The opening hymn, “Come, Holy Ghost, Who Ever One,” was written 
by St Ambrose and translated by St John Henry Newman who was an Anglican convert. The Sistine Chapel resounded 
to the voices of the Lay Clerks of St George’s Chapel Windsor and the choristers of the Chapel Royal, as well as the 
Sistine Chapel Choir. The combined voices led the hymn and the chanting of the psalms of midday prayer. 

At the end of the service, Pope Leo and King Charles exited the Chapel side-by-side, followed by the Queen 
and Cardinal Parolin, Archbishop Cottrell and Cardinal Nichols. 

Later in the day, King Charles was driven to the Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls where he was 
accorded the title “Royal Confrater”. A special seat awaited the King bearing the Royal Coat of Arms and the Gospel 
inscription Ut Unum Sint, “That they may be one”, words of Christ at the hour of his passion and the title of an 
encyclical by St John Paul II. This was yet another ecumenical celebration, King Charles and Queen Camilla being 
accompanied by Cardinal Archpriest of the Basilica James Harvey, Archbishop Stephen Cottrell, and the Moderator of 
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, Rosemary Frew.  

The king sat on the special seat which will remain in the apse of the Basilica and will be used in the future by 
the king himself and his heirs and successors. 

Cardinal Harvey spoke about the historical ties between the Papal Basilica and the United Kingdom. Dialogue 
between Catholic and Anglican communions was begun for the first time since the Reformation in 1966 at a meeting 
between Pope Paul VI and the Archbishop of Canterbury Michael Ramsey at which the Pontiff memorably placed his 
episcopal ring on the archbishop’s finger. He said that the honorary title of Royal Confrater of the basilica and the 
abbey is a sign of hope, a gesture of welcome not only to a sovereign but to a “brother”. 

The Abbot of St Paul’s Basilica read a formal declaration of confraternity, after which the Abbot and cardinal 
Harvey exchanged the sign of peace with King Charles. The choir sang Excelsam Pauli gloriam, after which Moderator 
Frew read from the Letter to the Ephesians. Archbishop Cottrell then read a passage from St John’s Gospel containing 
the phrase inscribed on the sovereign’s seat. The Prayer of the Faithful, read by Cardinal Nichols, included prayers for 
pastors throughout the world, rulers of nations, and a prayer for Creation so that its cry may be heard and it be protected 
for the benefit of future generations. 

                                                                                                                                           (Continued on Page 2) 

Historic Royal Visit to Rome 



(Continued from Page 1)  
The years following Henry VIII’s split with the Roman Catholic 

Church led to the deaths of many in England and Wales for their 
religious beliefs. The Catholic Queen Mary and her Protestant half-sister 
Elizabeth both persecuted and executed those who did not hold to their 
particular beliefs. Though united by blood, the two sisters were divided 
by religious affiliation. Mary died in 1558 and was buried in 
Westminster Abbey. Elizabeth died in 1603 and was buried in the vault 
of her grandparents Henry VII and Elizabeth of York. Four years later 
her body was removed and placed side-by-side with that of her half-
sister Mary in the Abbey. This appears to be a powerful sign of the 
desire for restoration of unity and hope in the healing power of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. That hope is evident in the inscription on their joint tomb: 
“Regno consortes et urna hic obdormimus Elizabeth et Maria sorores in 
spe resurrectionis” – “Consorts in realm and tomb, here we sleep, Elizabeth and Mary, sisters in hope of 
resurrection”. 

Previous visits to the Vatican by British royalty and Anglican hierarchy have been low-key – so much so 
that it was not until 1961 that Queen Elizabeth II made the first official visit to the Holy See by a British 
monarch since the Reformation, and when the previous year Archbishop Geoffrey Fisher had visited Pope John 
XXIII the visit had been considered so sensitive that no photographs were taken. 

While the hope expressed by the inscription on the tomb of the two Tudor Queens may yet be 
somewhere in the distant future, this royal visit, the shared prayers, the welcome and expressions of fraternity by 
the Benedictine community of the Basilica of Saint Paul – the Apostle to the Gentiles – gives hope in this Year 
of Hope for what Pope Leo described as “the re-establishment of full and visible communion”. 

SVP: South Sudan Appeal 

King Charles on the Royal Confrater 
Seat  in St Paul’s Basilica 

S 
outh Sudan gained independence in 2011 after years of civil war, 
making it the world's newest country - and one of its poorest. The civil 
conflict has resulted in 2.4 million people being displaced and 6.2 
million are in urgent need of assistance.  
The work of local SVP groups in South Sudan includes running baby 

feeding centres which feed hundreds of children a week, providing free life-
saving medical treatment at SVP medical centres, and offering vocational 
training for young people to help them learn a trade. 

Over the last five years, some 3,000 adults have completed vocational 
training courses. These programmes help young adults learn a trade and find a 
pathway out of poverty, while supporting their family and local communities. 
Courses in adult literacy, building and construction, animal husbandry, medicine 
and engineering are enabling a new generation to develop skills and slowly 
rebuild their nation. 

Each week 700 children are given nutritious meals to give them a 
chance to grow-up. Free medical treatment and essential medication is provided 
for 13,000 people each year, and 11,000 people in two internally displaced 
persons camps are provided with emergency food and water. 

In addition to those on-going projects, the “Be in Hope” home in Juba, 
South Sudan provides a sanctuary for 15 orphan children and young adults who have suffered from hunger or 
violence, and who are often preyed upon by gangs and armed militias. The idea for the home came from young 
people who fled the conflict in Khartoum where they themselves had been supported by the SVP.  

Speaking of the invaluable help received from the appeal in England and Wales, Dr Bertram Kuol, the 
Programme Manager for the SVP in South Sudan has said: “We are so encouraged to know that we are not alone or 
forgotten. Please accept our wholehearted gratitude for your concern about the situation here in South Sudan, and the 
safety of the Vincentian family in our country”. 

The Andover Conference of SVP is again asking for your help to support the extraordinary work of the SVP 
brothers and sisters in South Sudan. Over the years our parish has been generous in supporting the Sudan/South 
Sudan appeals. The SVP can no longer operate independently in Sudan, and members volunteer with international 
agencies. 

If you missed getting an appeal leaflet at Mass recently, you will find additional copies in the church porch. 
Please, despite the financial strain so many of us may be feeling, give generously again this year and help those so 
much less fortunate than ourselves. 
 Donations may be made online or by placing your donation in an envelope marked South Sudan and putting it 
in the collection at Mass or leaving it in the parish office. Please remember that if you are a tax payer you can Gift 
Aid your donation and so increase its value by 25% at no extra cost to yourself. 



Pope Leo: Apostolic Exhortation 

S 
hortly before he died, Pope Francis began drafting an Apostolic 
Exhortation which he entitled Delixi te, (I have loved you) which 
focussed on love for the poor. Pope Leo completed the work which his 
predecessor had started, adding some thoughts of his own. Pope Leo 

has now published this his first significant teaching document. 
Acknowledging the work which Pope Francis put into the document, Pope Leo 
published it on the feast of Saint Francis of Assisi stating: “I am happy to 
make this document my own – adding some reflections – and to issue it at the 
beginning of my own pontificate, since I share the desire of my beloved 
predecessor that all Christians come to appreciate the close connection 
between Christ’s love and his summons to care for the poor. I too consider it 
essential to insist on this path to holiness, for “in this call to recognize him in 
the poor and the suffering, we see revealed the very heart of Christ, his deepest 
feelings and choices, which every saint seeks to imitate.” 

The Holy Father said that he was convinced that concentrating on the needs of the poor is a source of 
renewal not only for the Church but also for society “if we can only set ourselves free of our self-centeredness 
and open our ears to their cry” but he points out that concentrating on the poor never indicates exclusivity or 
discrimination towards other groups, which would be impossible for God. It is meant to emphasize God’s 
actions, which are moved by compassion toward the poverty and weakness of all humanity. Wanting to 
inaugurate a kingdom of justice, fraternity and solidarity, God has a special place in his heart for those who are 
discriminated against and oppressed, and he asks us, his Church, to make a decisive and radical choice in favour 
of the weakest”. 

Dilexi te also highlights the importance of being “a Church for the poor” and emphasizes that “this is not 
a matter of mere human kindness but a revelation”. It is in this perspective that “we can understand the numerous 
pages of the Old Testament in which God is presented as the friend and liberator of the poor. God’s heart has a 
special place for the poor and the entire history of our redemption is marked by the presence of the poor.” 

The Holy Father highlights that “no Christian can regard the poor simply as a societal problem; they are 
part of our ‘family’. They are ‘one of us’. Nor can our relationship to the poor be reduced to merely another 
ecclesial activity or function” (DT 104) and recalls the teaching on work of Saint John Paul II to reflect on “the 
active role that the poor ought to play in the renewal of the Church and society, thus leaving behind a certain 
‘paternalism’ that limited itself to satisfying only the immediate needs of the poor.” 

Furthermore, Dilexi te explains that “the poorest are not only objects of our compassion, but teachers of 
the Gospel. It is not a question of “bringing” God to them, but of encountering him among them” because “while 
it is true that the rich care for the poor, the opposite is no less true. This is a remarkable fact confirmed by the 
entire Christian tradition. Lives can actually be turned around by the realization that the poor have much to teach 
us about the Gospel and its demands.” 

A Splash of Colour Decorating 

Services 
 

Simon Cowley 

3 Abbotts Close 

Abbotts Ann 

SP11 7NP 

 

I don’t just decorate. Need any other jobs doing around 

the house? Tiling? Plastering? General  Maintenance?  

NO JOB TOO SMALL  

Call for free quotation  

07809 543115 

simon.cowley01@hotmail.co.uk 

On Saturday 29th November, Catholic Mothers 

Portsmouth and Catholic Mothers Southampton invite 

Catholic Women, including those with babes in arms, 

to join them from 9.30am - 4pm at Sacred Heart 

Church in Waterlooville (PO7 7SR) for a Women's Re-

treat Day.  

The speaker will be Fr Thomas Hiney. Lunch will be 

provided and a donation of £10 per person is suggested. 

You can get further information or book by email on 

catholicmotherssoton@gmail.com  

Catholic Women’s Retreat 



Portsmouth Hosts Fatima Statue and Relics 

E 
arly in October, the World Apostolate of Fatima, arranged a 
Jubilee Year visit of the National Pilgrimage Statue of Our Lady 
of Fatima together with relics of Saint Jacinta and Saint 
Francisco Marto, two of the children of Fatima, to Portsmouth 

Cathedral. 
Offering a Votive Mass in honour of the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary, the bishop reflected that in his Gospel St John tells us that standing 
by the cross of Jesus was his mother. And then seeing his mother and the 
disciple whom he loved, Jesus said: Woman, behold your son, and then to 
the disciple: Behold your mother.” 

Bishop Philip saw the event as a sort of homecoming of the 
patron saint of the Diocese, and an opportunity to use devotion, prayer, 
formation, and fellowship to rededicate ourselves to Mary. “As we turn to 
Mary, the best loved member of the Church, and to the shepherd-children 
Jacinta and Francisco, let us pray for the renewal of our Diocese, our 
clergy and laity, that we may bring many more people closer to Jesus 
Christ through His Church”. 

In Fatima, Our Lady appeared six times to the three children, 
Lucia, Jacinta and Francisco in 1917. The Woman held a Rosary in her 
hands and asked the children to pray for sinners and for peace. She asked 
them to pray for the conversion of all, particularly of Russia which at that 
time was moving towards communism. The children saw a vision of the 
hell which was a world without God. Crowds gathered for the later 
apparitions, and on the day of the sixth apparition many saw the sun appear to dance across the sky. 

Jacinta and Francisco died shortly after the apparitions, Lucia became a nun and lived in a convent near 
Fatima till she died in 2005. Throughout her life Lucia continued her efforts to spread devotion to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and to repeat the call for praying the Rosary and for the search of peace. Considering 
the turmoil in the world, the war in Ukraine, the destruction in Gaza, the bitter fighting in Sudan and so many 
other areas of the world, that message is as relevant today. 

Fatima is an important place of pilgrimage today, and the parish of St Swithun Wells is organising a 
pilgrimage to Lisbon and Fatima from Thursday 30th April to Monday 4th May 2026. The pilgrims will visit 
Lisbon, the birthplace of St Antony, the site of the Apparitions of Our Lady in Fatima and Tomar. There will be 
Mass every day and procession of candles in Fatima. 

The price is £879 per person for half-board accommodation. Breakfast and dinner are included. Three-
star hotel accommodation for two nights in Lisbon and two nights in Fatima. This price is valid until 14 
November 2025. 

For more information contact Faye Harris, Events and Communications Coordinator at St Swithun Wells 
parish, on 02380 273 882. 

Online Help With Prayer 

T 
he Franciscan Friars of the Renewal (CFR) is a Catholic clerical religious congregation for men founded in 
1987. The friars follows the Capuchin Franciscan tradition. They produce online resources to help us with our 
prayer life, 

If you've ever struggled to build a habit of prayer, there is a podcast which you might find helpful. In 
Ascension’s Rosary in a Year podcast, Fr. Mark-Mary Ames, CFR, guides listeners in a step-by-step journey that will 
change the way you pray – no matter where you are in your spiritual life. By starting small and adding on over time, 
listeners will find themselves falling more in love with this powerful Marian devotion, becoming a source of grace 
for the whole world.  

Listening to the podcast will help you discover how to build a daily habit of prayer and how to form a 
relationship with Mary and her Son. Additionally it will help you examine the Biblical foundations of the Rosary, and 
how to meditate using sacred art, the writings of saints, and scripture passages.  

Fr. Mark-Mary will take you on a journey into deeper prayer and greater love for the Rosary, helping you 
form a lasting habit of prayer and enter more deeply into mediation on the lives of Jesus and Mary through the 
Rosary. It's never too late to start praying the Holy Rosary or to pray it better and enter into prayer like never before. 

A 365-day podcast, again from Ascension Press, "The Catechism in a Year" features Fr. Mike Schmitz who 
guides listeners through the Catechism of the Catholic Church. The podcast aims to provide insight, explanation, and 
encouragement as it explores the Church's teachings, and it follows a reading plan inspired by Ascension's 
"Foundations of Faith" approach. Listeners can follow along with any recent version of the Catechism and can find 
the reading plan on the Ascension website.  



Seminarian Owen Dugan 

O wen Dugan is a seminarian studying at St 
Mary’s, Oscott. He is currently on extended 

placement at Corpus Christi, Wokingham, with 
Canon Simon Thomson. He writes: 
 
After my summer break, part of which I spent on the 
Isle of Wight where I visited St. Cecilia’s Abbey, 
enjoying the wonderful liturgies sung by the nuns in 
Gregorian Chant, I have just arrived at the Parish of 
Corpus Christi, Wokingham, where I will spend the 
next four to five months on my extended pastoral 
placement. This placement is envisaged to give students for the priesthood a more “practical” time of 
formation, getting used to the day-to-day living of parish life. I look forward to getting to know this 
part of the diocese better over the next few months. 

As I begin my time here in this month dedicated to Our Lady of Sorrows, I think upon Her 
who sought to do the will of God no matter what cost it brought to her personally; in particular, her 
flight into Egypt with Joseph and Jesus when His life was being threatened by Herod, how she 
accompanied the Lord as he travelled from place to place to bring the Good News of salvation to 
God’s people, and finally how she stood at the foot of the Cross uniquely participating in the Passion 
of Christ for our sake. 

St. John Paul II spoke of Mary as the mother of every priestly vocation, since not only was she 
the mother of our High Priest, Jesus Christ, but because her own example, life and prayers help to 
conform us ever more closely to that same High Priest, Jesus Christ. Let us pray to Mary, the mother 
of every priestly vocation, to raise up more holy priests for the Church in our diocese, for men who 
will give themselves generously to do God’s will without counting the cost to themselves. Please pray 
for me as I will for you. 

Pause for Thought 

B ishop Philip recommends what he found to be a fascinating new book 
from Dr Stephen Bullivant, Hannah Vaughan-Spruce and Bernadette 
Durcan. The book is called After Secularisation: The Present and Future 

of British Catholicism (London, CTS: 2025). It's available from the usual 
sellers. 

 The authors argue that Catholicism in Britain is not dying out despite 
the statistics, such as the spectacular decline in Mass attendance (1980: 
1490000; 2000: 1265000; 2018: 829000 and 2022: 592000). Instead, there is 
much vitality going on in an 'archipelago' of parishes favoured by young 
Catholics, in Syro-Malabar, Filipino, Polish and Nigerian groups, in 
charismatic circles, Bible studies and other sodalities. Life abounds where 
'creative minorities' operate. 

 “The book brings a ray of hope,” says Bishop Philip, “especially borne 
out by the number of young adults currently turning to the Catholic Faith. It 
makes a fascinating read and urges us to continue with our diocesan ten year 
plan, looking for new and creative ways to engage in evangelisation”.  

Charity Thanksgiving Mass 

O n Saturday 15th November, Bishop Philip will celebrate Mass at 10.30am in St Joseph’s Church, 171A St 

Michael’s Road, Basingstoke, to give thanks for all those who support people in need, in our diocese and beyond. 

 The weekend of the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time has since 2017 been observed as the World Day of the Poor, 

a commemoration which reminds us that the poor are at the heart of all our pastoral activity. Across the diocese people 

are responding to the needs in their local communities, whether through their donations or through activity in volun-

teering projects. 

 All are invited to the Mass to celebrate the pastoral works throughout the diocese and to remember all those, 

near or far, who are in need of our spiritual or practical support. 



St. Margaret Queen of Scotland 

S 
t. Margaret was one of the last members of the 
Anglo~Saxon royal family. After the Norman 
Conquest in 1066 she and her family took refuge in 
Scotland, where she found particular favour with 

her host, King Malcolm. They were married three years 
later when she was twenty‑four. Margaret and Malcolm 
enjoyed an exceptionally happy marriage, and the nation 
also prospered as the queen used her influence to promote 
the virtues of faith, charity, and justice that she held dear. 

Her husband was one who especially honoured her 
piety, and he gave her a free rein to promote Christianity in 
his kingdom. Together they founded churches, monasteries, 
hospices, and alms-houses throughout the land.  Her 
biographer, the monk Turgot, wrote of Malcolm: “He saw 
that Christ truly dwelt in her heart... what she rejected he 
rejected ... what she loved, he for love of her loved too." 

He was even more admiring of Margaret, writing, "So thoroughly did her outward bearing 
correspond with the staidness of her character that it seemed as if she had been born the pattern of 
a virtuous life. I may say, in short, every word that she uttered, every act that she performed, 
showed that she was meditating on the things of heaven. " 

 Margaret was particularly famous for her love of the poor. She spent her time personally 
attending to the sick. Each night she invited dozen beggars to dine at her table, and she never sat 
down to eat before she had served her guests and washed their feet. During Advent and Lent the 
royal dining hall was crowded with three hundred poor men and women. 

Aside from such works of charity, Margaret attended to the institutional life of the church. It 
was at her instigation that the church in Scotland convened its first synod which had as its 
purpose an examination of the abuses and indifference common among the clergy. The synod 
also set out to reconcile discrepancies between the liturgical calendar in Scotland and the rest of 
the Western church. Margaret herself played an active part in the discussions, sharing her 
interpretation of Scripture as well as principles of faith. 

Margaret worked hard to curb the feuding and warlike proclivities of her people. But she was not 
able to prevent the frequent recurrence of conflict between Scotland and England. In 1093 
Malcolm and their eldest son were killed in battle. Margaret was already on her deathbed. When 
she heard the news, she cried out that she thanked almighty God who, by sending her so great a 
sorrow in the last hours of her life, had in his mercy purified her from her sins. She died on 
November 16th, which is now her feast day. She was canonized in 1250 and in 1673 she was 
named as patron of Scotland. 

The Healing Prayers Group meets in the parish church each 
Tuesday evening between 6.30pm and 7.00pm. 

If  you would like to choose a theme, scripture reading and 
music, or would like a copy of the El Shaddai Healing 

Prayer or if you would like any further information, please 
contact the parish office. 

Healing Prayers Group  



St John Henry Newman 

D 
uring Mass for the feast of All Saints, celebrated in St Peter’s Square, Pope Leo XIV proclaimed Saint 
John Henry Newman a Doctor of the Church.  The saint is the most recently canonised saint from 
England and Wales. The title of Doctor of the Church is a rare honour only bestowed on saints 
recognised as having made a significant contribution to theology or doctrine through their writings or 

research.  John Henry Newman is only the 38th saint to be so honoured.  
The title recognises Newman’s considerable appeal to both the Catholic and Anglican churches, and the 

eminent contribution he made to our understanding of the Christian faith. 
The first saints to be given the title were Saint Gregory the Great, St Ambrose, St Augustin, and St 

Jerome, all in 1298 during the pontificate of Boniface VIII. They are often collectively referred to as the four Great 
Latin Doctors of the Church. Saint John Chrysostom, St Basil the Great, St Gregory and St  Athanasius who were 
all raised to the degree of Doctor of the Church in 1568 are known as the four Great Greek Doctors of the Church. 

The most recent Doctor of the Church, St Irenaeus who died in 202, was promoted by Pope Francis in 
2022. Several other names have recently been put forward for consideration. These include Oscar Romero, the 
martyred Archbishop of San Salvador, Pope John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI, and St Teresa Benedicta of the 
Cross – better known as the holocaust victim Edith Stein. 

The Mass in St Peter’s Square was a special Holy Year mass for Catholic educators and students, and 
linked with a recent apostolic letter, “Drawing New Maps of Hope”, in which Pope Leo marked the sixtieth 
anniversary of the Second Vatican Council’s declaration on Christian education. The letter said that considering 
the challenges currently faced by  schools and universities Catholic education which teaches the whole person is 
more important than ever. 

In the letter, Pope Leo declared St John henry Newman, along with St Thomas Aquinas, as a patron of the 
Catholic Church’s educational mission. Despite the two saints having lived six centuries apart, the pontiff made a 
connection between them being united by the mission of teaching within the Catholic Church. 
Newman was raised in the Anglican Church, and was ordained an Anglican priest in 1825. He converted to the 
Catholic faith in 1845 and was ordained to the Catholic priesthood two years later. He was a poet and wrote 
several hymns, the most popular of which are “Lead Kindly Light” and “Praise to the Holiest in the Height” and 
known also for his writing and his sermons which are admired by divinity students of all shades, conservative and 
progressive  

A 
t Mass on the first weekend in November there were special collections across our Diocese for the 
Archdiocese of Bamenda in Cameroon. Portsmouth Diocese has been linked with the Archdiocese for over 
fifty years. For many years priests from our diocese, including our former parish priest Fr peter Codd, went to 
minister to the people of Bamenda. Today we in Portsmouth are blessed by the presence of five priests from 

Bamenda: Fr Emmanuel Bamuh Rinda, Fr Gaston Afah Forbah, Fr Elijah Nde, Fr Benedict Ndikum, and Fr Anthony 
Chiatu.  

For the last ten years the people of the region have endured difficult times, troubles whose roots lie in the often 
complex relationships between the French and English-speaking provinces. They have seen much violence resulting in 
the loss of over 3,000 lives and the displacement of around half a million people. Many have fled the area completely and 
sought refuge in Nigeria. The troubles have seriously disrupted children’s education and have left the Anglophone 
regions impoverished.  

The Archdiocese is in the mainly English-speaking Northwest of Cameroon and has 71 parishes with a 
combined congregation of over 600,000 Catholics. Within the Archdiocese there are 178 schools and 27 health clinics. 
The Catholic clergy have vigorously condemned the violence and have called for peaceful dialogue as a means to obtain 
a settlement. In the meantime it continues to run its parishes, its schools, various youth activities and health facilities, 
while supporting displaced people. 

The Archbishop, Andrew Nkea, visited Portsmouth recently and met with Bishop Philip and members of the 
Bamenda Committee. While here Archbishop Nkea was able to meet the Bamendan priests currently working in our 
diocese. 

The funds generated on Bamenda Sunday help in many ways. Rural areas have been supported in various 
practical ways, and the help given to remote areas has helped the people there to realise that they are not forgotten. 
School buildings, medical facilities and churches have been renovated or extended. For example a new nursey school has 
been built in the St Felix parish, and training given to 30 community health workers to spread availability of basic 
maternal and child health care. Other areas have benefitted from  medical equipment including an oxygen generator, an 
anaesthetic machine and monitors have been installed in the St Blaise Hospital in the capital, and 292 orphans and 
displaced children have had school fees paid via the Archbishop’s education fund. 

Three of our Diocesan secondary schools are now twinned with Bamendan schools: Bishop Challoner Secondary 
School in Basingstoke is twinned with St Bede’s College in Ashing-Kom;  St George’s Catholic College in Southampton 
is twinned with the new secondary school of St Joseph Mankon; St Edmund’s Catholic Secondary School  in Portsmouth 
is twinned with John Paul II Comprehensive College in Wum. Beteen them those three schools have raised £12,000 to 
help their twins in Bamenda. 

Future projects our Diocese hopes to support include adding seven classrooms to St Agnes College, building a 
new church in Wum, and completing the construction of a parish church in Njikwa. 

Bamenda Update 



         The Pope’s Prayer Intention for November 

At the beginning of this year, the late Holy Father set out the intentions for which he 
asked us to pray. For this month of November we are asked to pray for the prevention 
of suicide: 
Let us pray that those who are struggling with suicidal thoughts might find the support, 
care, and love they need in their community, and be open to the beauty of life. 
  

O ur Diocese is spread across five counties on England’s South Coast, and the Channel Islands. We are the local 
Church for the whole of Hampshire, Berkshire, the Isle of Wight, Jersey, and the Bailiwick of Guernsey as 

well as the Southern Part of Oxfordshire and the Eastern part of Dorset. 
We belong to the province of Southwark, which covers the whole south coast from Kent to Cornwall. Our 

Metropolitan is the Archbishop of Southwark. Our province also includes the Archdiocese of Southwark, the 
Diocese of Arundel and Brighton, and the Diocese of Plymouth. 

The Trustees play a vital role in the governance and charitable work of the Diocese, ensuring that it fulfils 
its mission serving the community. The Trustees are selected for their expertise in various fields which helps them 
to manage the diocese’s resources. They work alongside the Bishop’s Council of senior clergy to provide guidance. 
Approximately half the Trustees are clergy, the rest are lay people. 

Deacon Tony Darlison is the Secretary to the Board of Trustees. He has reported on some of the business 
currently being handled by the Board.  

The most recent meeting of the CDP Board of Trustees was held on 2nd October 2025 in the parish of The 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and Saint Peter the Apostle in Waterlooville. In previous years, meetings have taken place at 
Bishop’s House in Portsmouth but currently we are holding some meetings in other parts of the Diocese. This not 
only assists trustees in terms of travel and convenience, but it also enables Trustees to appreciate with gratitude 
some of the excellent centres we have in our Diocese. 

In this meeting we considered the development of the Education Strategy which will help the development 
of our Catholic schools in line with Bishop Philip’s vision, the diocesan ten-year plan, You Will be my Witnesses, 
and the overall strategy of academisation. Consultation, particularly with education leaders, will take place over the 
coming months. 

Trustees approved the renewal of our diocese-wide insurance cover, which gives us a measure of financial 
protection against many insurable risks, including damage to 
premises, health and safety, data protection and cyber 
security, and safeguarding. Insurance is a very considerable 
expense reflecting the scale of the risks we face across the 
diocese and highlighting the need for everyone to help 
minimise these risks wherever possible. 
Trustees carefully considered correspondence they had 
received about various matters, and agreed how they wished 
to respond. 
As usual, there was a review of the finances, including the 
latest financial figures, and approving an updated budget. Of 
particular note was an extensive review of the balance sheet 
(with apologies to accountants – this is the ‘list of things that 
we own or owe and how much they are worth’). This was to 
ensure that our ‘restricted reserves’ which are funds that have 
been given or set aside for a specific purpose and can only be 
used for that purpose continue to be properly accounted for. 
A particular highlight of the meeting was a list of wonderful 
projects that our Diocese is supporting in Bamenda, ranging 
from financial assistance to single mothers, to the building of 
churches, classrooms and healthcare centres. This support is 
only made possible by the generosity of many people across 
the diocese. 
Finally, a number of new and improved policies relating to 
employees’ welfare and benefits were approved, including: 
dignity at work; equality and diversity; sickness; and annual, 
parental and compassionate leave. The next meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be in early December. 

 

Salome Gachui 
Quality experienced live-in carer 

 

Eighteen years’ experience including 

Dementia, Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, MS, 
Terminally ill,, 

Cancer, Spinal Injury, Stroke & Muscular 
Dystrophy 

 

Excellent organisational skills 

 

References, DBS, Emergency Cover, Long 
or Short Term 

Tel: 07939 623680 

Email sallygachui@yahoo.co.uk 

 Diocesan Trustees 



Burdock Photography 

Specialising in Weddings,  

Family Groups, Newborn 

Bespoke commissions accepted 

Prices to suit your budget 

Call 07724496840 

 

 

 

Doggy Day-care 
Collection between 8-10am 

Drop home between 3-4.30pm 

Contact 

Adam Baxter 

07766431242 

or 

Dan Bowman 

07738123385 

 Canine First Aid Trained 

Available for Andover and surrounding area 

Advent Mass For Healing 

I 
n one of his pastoral letters, Bishop Philip concentrated on the many forms of healing which can be received 
through the ministrations of the Church. He wrote of the salvation which Christ won for us by His Death and 
Resurrection, of the infinite mercy flowing from the heart of Jesus and of the obligation to care for the sick and the 
afflicted. 

In his Letter, Saint James states that if anyone is ill, they should “send for the priests of the Church. Let the 
priests pray over them, anointing them with oil, and the prayer of faith will save the sick persons, and the Lord will raise 
them up, and if they have committed any sins, their sins will be forgiven them.” In other words, those in need of spiritual, 
psychological, mental, emotional and physical healing can turn to Jesus. 

The Healing Mass which Canon Christopher will celebrate on Saturday 20th December is a Mass for everybody, 
for those in need of spiritual, psychological, mental, emotional or physical healing. It is surely no exaggeration to say that 
each of us, in our own way, falls into that category in one way or another. 

Prior to the Advent Healing Mass last year, Fr Austin wrote that: “The Sacrament of the Sick does not just apply 
when someone is physically ill.  It is for those who are suffering mentally and spiritually as well.” Such services do, of 
course, also offer an opportunity for the sick and housebound to be brought to Mass and whilst there to receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick 

The sacrament is administered during Mass, after the gospel and homily.  The sacrament consists of two main 
parts: the laying on of hands on the head of the person, and the anointing with Holy Oil, the Oil of the Sick, on the 
person’s forehead and hands.   Everyone present at the Mass is entitled to be anointed, because we are all in need of 
healing in one form or another.  The Advent Healing Mass will be at 11.00am on Saturday 20th December. The Mass is 
open to everyone and offers a splendid opportunity to accept God’s healing mercy in preparation for Christmas. 

Cathedral 150 Appeal 

C anon James McAuley, Vicar general and the Dean of our Cathedral, is making an appeal for the 150th anniversary 
of the foundation of our Diocese of Portsmouth.  

  

In May 2032, the Cathedral and Diocese will celebrate their 150th anniversary. The buildings on the Cathedral site, 

which include the Cathedral, Bishop’s House, the Aula, and the Discovery Centre (cathedral hall, shop, and St Edmund 

House), need major repairs due to their age. Updating is also required to comply with the latest building regulations (e.g. 

accessibility). Priority will be given to urgent repairs to the Cathedral, which will cost in the region of £2.5 million. 

 The Cathedral150 Appeal will be launched on the 1st Sunday of Advent (30th November) at 4pm with sung  

Vespers in the Cathedral, followed by a short reception in the Cathedral hall at which the Bishop and Cathedral Dean 

will speak. The Cathedral parish is situated in the poorest part of the Diocese and the burden of maintenance of the 

buildings is beyond its limited financial resources. Consequently, we will be seeking the support of Catholics across the 

diocese for our mother Church. 



A 
s October began, the school gathered in prayer to join in the 
National Rosary Challenge to pray one decade of the Rosary 
each weekday. Using the beautiful videos created by the Mark 
10 Mission, the children were guided through the twenty 

mysteries of the Rosary, journeying with Mary through the life of her son, 
Jesus. 

Years 3 and 4 led a class celebration focussing on the role of the 
Mini Vinnies in school, putting faith into action. They reflected on the 
loneliness of some elderly people, especially those who may be residents in 
care homes, where some may not receive many visitors. 

The school was delighted to welcome our new parish priest, Canon 
Chris Rutledge, on his first visit, and we are looking forward to his spiritual 
guidance in the future. 

At the start of October, the week’s Mission celebration was 
dedicated to welcoming the new Reception class children. Their Year 6 
“Buddies” proudly introduced them to the rest of the school and presented 
them with their Welcome Certificates. This was Year R’s first whole school 
celebration, and it was a special moment to share with family and friends. 

The School Council, accompanied by Mr Balcombe, visited the Andover Foodbank to learn how food 
donations are received, stored, and packed before being distributed to those in need. They came back and 
shared the information with the rest of the school ahead of the CAFOD Family Fast Day collection to be held 
shortly. 

Year 1 took their learning outdoors, enjoying a local walk as part of their geography curriculum. They 
were keen to identify and name physical and human features, applying their classroom learning and extending 
their vocabulary. The fine, sunny weather contributed to an enjoyable and informative morning. 

At the end of a week of dedicated learning and practice Year 2 dazzled their families with a joyful 
dance performance, showing creativity, rhythm and teamwork. 

Year 3 were also busy preparing for Dance Week, their theme being the Romans and their invasion of 
Britain, which inspired a dynamic and imaginative routine. 

Year 3 found time to visit Stonehenge as part of their History topic. The size of the stones and their air 
of mystery amazed them as they learned how the vast stones may have been transported and arranged in place 
thousands of years ago. In the Visitors Centre they examined artefacts and built a mini version of Stonehenge. 
They ground flour using ancient methods, made rope from straw and investigated the food the people might 
have eaten in those days. It proved a great day, full of curiosity and learning. 

Year 5 embarked on an extended school day trip to Ufton Court, a Tudor mansion near Newbury, as 
part of a history topic. They had an enjoyable and informative day, enriching their studies and helping them to 
experience life in Tudor times. 

There was excitement during a recent Mission Celebration as the Rugby Rangers introduced their new 
after school club. Their enthusiasm was infectious and the children showed great interest. It promises to be a 
valuable and successful addition to after school activities. 

From The School 

The Winchester Martyrs 

O n October 30th the Diocese celebrated the Memorial of the five Blessed Winchester Martyrs. The first to be 
martyred was Blessed John Slade, a schoolmaster who was arrested in June 1582 and imprisoned with our 

own Andover martyr, Blessed John Body. The two men were tried in Winchester and then again in Andover. Slade 
was martyred in Winchester on 30th October 1583. He died professing his faith to the end. 

Father Roger Dicconson was ordained at the English College in Reims the same year that Bl John Slade 
was martyred. Dicconson worked in Winchester, was arrested and deported, but came back to work in 
Worcestershire for a time. He returned to Winchester and was arrested while celebrating Mass and was martyred 
on 7th July 1591. 

Ralph Milner, born and bred in Hampshire, was reconciled to the faith in middle-age. He was arrested on 
the day of his First Holy Communion, but was allowed to go out of prison to do charitable work in various parts of 
the county. However, he was tried with Fr Diccoson and was martyred with him on 7th July 1591. 

Lawrence Humphries was another Hampshire man who converted to the faith aged eighteen and worked as 
a catechist. He was taken ill, and in his delirious state uttered insults about Queen Elizabeth I. He was condemned 
and when he was taken to the scaffold he publicly professed his faith. 

James Bird was born in Winchester, where his father held public office. James was reconciled to the 
Church in 1584, and was arrested eight years later. He was condemned for his faith and martyred on 25th March 
1593. 



Mission Impossible – The Final Reckoning (2025) 

T his is an excellent film and last hurrah for Tom Cruise and his band 
of sidekicks that have been saving us from – well, just about 

everything – for the last three decades.  And once again, as they walk off 
(separately) into the future at the end of this film we can rest secure in 
the knowledge that on this night it really has been alright. 

As this is Part 2, there's a recap of Part 1.  That is; a chunk of AI 
has become sentient (the “Entity”) and wants to take over the world.  It 
has infiltrated everything and in this second film is working to take over 
all of the nuclear command centres of all countries.  Once it has 
achieved this it will fire all the nuclear weapons in the world so as to 
obliterate humanity.  To make sure it itself won't itself be going down 
with the ship, the Entity intends to secrete itself inside a nuclear-shielded 
data centre hidden in a mountain.  Once inside, it can then wait out the 
Armageddon outside.   

As this second film opens properly, things are not looking good.  All of the nuclear armed 
countries are being controlled by the Entity, save that of the US and UK – whoops! - there goes 
the UK!  Seems now, we only have the Americans that can now save the world and they have 3 
days to do it before the US's nuclear command centre is breached by the Entity.  Thankfully, Tom 
and his IMF (Impossible Mission Force) Team are completely up for it.  

To achieve this task, the Team have to journey to the Arctic Sea, retrieve a module with 
Entity core code from the data centre of a sunken Russian submarine, take the retrieved module to 
the mountain data centre and then intercept the Entity as it attempts to secure itself in safety 
inside.  Of course, all of this has to be done before that Entity breaches the US nuclear command 
centre in 3 days.  If not, it's goodnight Vienna and everywhere else. 

Yes, it's a quest film and it works so wonderfully because it obeys all of those conventions 
with absolute faithfulness.  There are obstacles to be overcome by all.  The path is perilous.  
Courage is needed.  Death is always close.  However, whatever the film script throws at them, the 
Team (with a couple of added volunteers) carry on, carrying on.  In the denouement the Entity is 
captured on a USB memory stick and given to Tom to guard.  And unlike Pandora, he won't be 
opening it up to take a peek.   

Coming in at 2 hours 50 minutes, this is a longish film and having it this long was the right 
thing to do.  It enables the lead characters time both to breathe and exhale throughout the narrative 
and the “difficulties” they face on every turn.  It also enables the supporting cast to function in 
allowing their actions to move the wider story on forward in a believable manner and thus keep 
the whole narrative of the film in sync.  For the film as a whole, definitely 10 out of 10.  As for 
Tom – saving the world for 30 years – clearly, he should get the Nobel Peace Prize. 

John Newland 

Andover Chamber Choir 

Present 
A Christmas Concert 

 
On Saturday 20th December at 7.00pm 

At St. Mary’s Church, Andover 
 

Tickets £18 on the door or £15 in advance 
(including refreshments) 

Tickets available from The Lights or from choir members 
Under-16s free 

 
Proceeds in aid of Andover Foodbank 

November and Holy Souls 

During the month of November, a Holy Souls Memento Box is 

placed on the table near the Baptismal font in the parish church. If 

you so wish, please write the names of your deceased relatives and 

friends on the slips of paper and put them in the box. Mass will be 

offered in Andover for those named on the slips on Tuesday 25th 

November, Sunday 23rd November  and Saturday 29th November, 

and in Whitchurch on Sunday 20th November. 

An offering can be placed in an envelope for CAFOD  and the 

envelope placed in any Saturday/Sunday collection during 

November.  

Please do not leave money in the box. 

 



PLEASE NOTE 

A 
rticles printed in The JOURNAL 

are printed in good faith and are not 

necessarily the views of the editors.  

Contributions must be accompanied by full 

name and address, which may be withheld 

on request. The editors reserve the right to 

amend all contributions. Please support our 

advertisers, they support us. 

ENDPIECE 

M 
any thanks to the various 

contributors to this month’s The 

JOURNAL. The next edition 

will be issued on 6th & 7th December. 

Contributions should be with the editors by 

Monday 1st December. Please leave 

contributions at the Presbytery or email 

them to:  stjohnsjournal@googlemail.com 

Please pray for those who have died in October 
Jeanne Lynam and Samuel Gyimah Jantuah 

 
and for those whose anniversaries occur in November 

Bob Jones, David Allergant, Frances Cross, John Webster, James Fenyhough, Eileen Weatherly,  

William Dwyer, Thomas Cullen, Mary Sweeney, Michael Doyle, Emma Taylor, Pat Thornton, Mary Palmer, 

Leonard Biggs, Oliver Plunkett, Richard Morgan, Winifred & Maurice Creighton, Edward Davis, John 

Boland, Michael Kane, Romeo Bisson, John Gordon-Stables, Bartholemew Bruen, James Potter, Kathleen 

Fisher, Mary Glasspool, Francesco Segolo, Mrs Dobson, Ann Curry, John O’Neill, Adele Fisher, James 

Nash, Fr Liam Cosgrove, Cecilia Antrobus, Robert Laversuch, Mrs Mitchell, Margaret Murrell,  

John Nash, Stanley Bell, Patrick McCathy, Cathy Grey, Fr Tom Doyle, Jane Merrifield, John Hynes,  

Sadie Haughian, Katherine Houghton, Ken Loftus, Stan Evans, Ida McNeil, Fr Donald McDonald Benigno 

Mosquera, Anne Searle, Andrew Graham, Patricia Kopka, Ethnea King, George Hill, Clive Richardson, 

Thomas Savage, Andrew Sharkey, Tommy Hynes, Tony Ryder, Catherine Futcher,   

Margaret Hassan, Michael Keegan, Eileen Flynn, John McGlynn, Tom Egan, Mary Broderick,  

Ellen Kemp, Catherine Morris, Thomas Wilmot, Michael Hughes, Patrick Pettigrew, Eileen Farbutt,  

Molly Hacket, Keith Bale, Mary Clarke, Fr. Jack Blaney SMM, Kay Watson, Mary Doonan,  

Annick Cremier, Isabel Thompson, Margaret Bystranowski, Daphne FynnFred Smith, Billy Kidney,  

Mary Gillespie, George Davis, Molly Ludlow, Olive Randall, Christina Savage, Molly Ravenscroft, 

Jacob Pearce, Adele Kilroy, Violet Conaghan, Hilda Brown, Andrew Kladko, John Sexton, Moira Johnston, 

Harriet Crosby, Maureen Alland, Dennis Townsend, Lana Rose Fishwick, Simone Klukowicz,  

Christine Clarkson, Les Greenslade, Margaret Golding, Michael Burke, Fr Thomas Dunne,  

Dom Magnus Wilson OSB, Naria Barlow, Rose Plummer, Terry O’Kelly, Margaret Henry, Anne Brown, 

Lewis Theodoropoulos, Valerie Muir, Alan Daws, Paul Murray, Rita Binsley, Kathleen Ineson,  

Eileen Dickie, Durval Barreiros, James Murray, John Binsley, Joy Ling, Ruth Wheelright, Ann-Marie Kelly, 

Josephine Booth, John Valenzia, Jean Woodward, Gaige Binsley, Bill Mitford, Gertrude Powell, Joseph and 

Bridget Sarsfield, Patrick Moore, Mavis Niblett, Sharon Wood and John Foster 

 

During the month to come please remember in your prayers  

the following who are sick: 

Esme Coveney, Rita Lane, Margaret Williams, Patrick Arnold, Mary Oak, Fiona Hilleard, Bernard Ivinson, 

Tony Fabian, Helen O’Connell, Douglas Manning, Diane Mahoney, Sile Monnely, Rita Casey, Rose Bull, 

Carol Keenan, Aidan Marron, Oran Keenan, Margarita Hardiman, Tom O’Regan,  Robert Colledge,  

Patrick Colledge and Eileen Wharton. and all those in need of prayers. 

 

If you know that anyone on this list is now happily recovered, or if you would like a name added to this list, 
please contact the editors. 


