PARISH NEWS FOR THE

CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, ANDOVER

St John the Baptist, Andover and St John Fisher, Whitchurch
Parish Priest: Reverend Canon Christopher Rutledge KHS
Office: Alexandra Rd, Andover, SP10 3AD Tel: 01264 352829
Office email: office@catholic-andover.org.uk
Website: www.catholic-andover.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Mrs Jackie Kelly: safeguarding@catholic-andover.org.uk
Office Hours: Monday: 8.30am - 3.30pm; Tues. & Thurs.: 8.30am - 12 noon; Fri. 8.30am - 2.30pm.
NB: The Office is CLOSED on Wednesdays / Canon Chris’ Day off: Wednesday.

3rd and 4th January 2026 - The Second Sunday after the Nativity

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK.

It is so obvious that the world still does not know Jesus. The world - and all that we can mean by that single word -
seems to oppose Jesus. The way of Jesus - his kind of choices, his preferences, his way of loving and caring for others. It is
such a vivid image to imagine the Light trying to push back the Darkness.

On this Second Sunday of Christmas, it can be good for us to take a deep breath after Christmas and look forward
with some hope and some peace in our hearts. God is so faithful. We have received grace after grace from our God. All God
asks of us is that we bring his Light into areas of darkness in our world, just as God has brought Light into areas of darkness
in our own lives.

I know that I'm more positive, and have more energy and hope, when | focus on what my mission is, rather than on
how others might be falling short of theirs. When I slip into doing that, it feels like I'm "spreading darkness," if one can say
that.

At least it is more difficult for others to believe that Jesus has filled my darkness with Light. When | give in to
frustration with others or anger at what | perceive as behaviour of theirs which irritates me, then it feels like I've received
Light and refuse to share it, refuse to accept my mission to share his Light - letting it pass from me to others.

One summer | lived in a L'Arche community with special needs adults. These communities, founded by Jean Vanier
continue to be signs of power of community, living together in hope. There was a song we used to sing. It was so simple,
and so profound. It is one of those songs that can be added on to and sung almost endlessly.

"This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine, Oh, this little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. This little light
of mine, I'm gonna let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it shine." Then the verses can be whatever individuals in the |
group make up - usually repeated three times, followed by the refrain. "Even when I'm sad, I'm gonna let it shine."

Or, "When I'm overwhelmed, I'm gonna let it shine." Or, "You and me together, we can let it shine." or "So many
need his Light, so I'm gonna let it shine." It's a very contagious and transforming song to sing!
"The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it." And, it never will. A.A. SJ

Christmas Crib Collection The crib offerings from Christmas are to be donated to ‘The Knights of the Holy Sepulchre’. The
Crib Offerings will be sent via the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre to the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem for humanitarian aid.
The Knights of the Holy Sepulchre support Christian communities in the Holy Land, for our sisters and brothers who still
worship at the Holy Places, their education, formation, charitable and social activities

\f . Iwould like to thank the Parish for my first three months here and for the very generous Christmas
7

ﬁf pﬂ, Collection and your gifts. | have been overwhelmed by your generosity.
ENEW o Please be assured of my prayers, Canon Chris.
\ YEA R Thank you all for your good wishes, cards and gifts.

Wishing you a Happy, Healthy and Blessed New Year, Deacon Michael and Teresa

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Thank you to those talented people who created such wonderful displays of flowers for Christmas. To Lil and her team at
Whitchurch, and to Pat, Fran, Peggy and Pip here in Andover. We really appreciate your talents! Thank you.

PRE-BAPTISM EVENING SESSION
The next Baptism preparation evening will be on Wednesday 14th January from 7.00pm to 9.00pm in the Parish Hall.
Completion of the session is required before booking a baptism. To register for the course, please email / telephone the
Parish Office. Both parents are requested to attend - but not children - and you must be registered with the Parish.

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” How is the Lord calling you to be light for the
world that is cloaked in darkness? If you feel called to the priesthood, diaconate or religious life, talk to your priest or
contact Cn. John Cooke. vocations@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or call 01329 318 869
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MASsS TIMES AND INTENTIONS FROM 3RD JANUARY 2026 - 16TH JANUARY 2026
Confessions will be every Saturday after 10.00am Mass or from 5.30pm to 5.45pm on Saturday.

Sat. 3rd Andover 10.00am Mass Followed by Confessions and Exposition
Eileen, Oliver and family - Christmas Blessings

Sat. 3rd Andover 6.00pm Mass (The Most Holy Name of Jesus - optional memorial) For the People of the Parish
Sunday 4th January - The Second Sunday after The Nativity
Whitchurch Mass 8.30am Dennis and Yvonne Rutledge RIP - Memoriam
Farleigh School Mass 10.00am -

Andover Mass 10.30am Intention of Margarita Hardiman - Christmas Blessings

Mon. 5th No Andover Mass
Whitchurch Mass 7.00pm Vigil Mass for Epiphany

Tuesday 6th January - Feast of the Epiphany - A Holy Day of Obligation

Andover Mass 9.30am For the Soul of Carmelina

]”' St John the Baptist School Mass 11.00am For the Children, Staff and Parents - New Year Blessings
Andover Mass 7.00pm (No Healing Prayers) Anna Rodrigues - Birthday Blessings

Wed. 7th No Mass or Service
Thur. 8th Whitchurch Mass 10.00am

Fri. 9th Andover Mass 10.00am Followed by Exposition 10.30am - 11.00am
Grace and family, Christmas Blessings

Sat. 10th Andover 10.00am Mass Followed by Confessions and Exposition
Frank Hinds - for Strength and Healing

Sat. 10th Andover 6.00pm Mass Special Intention
Sunday 11th January - The Baptism of the Lord
Whitchurch Mass 8.30am
Farleigh School Mass 10.00am -
Andover Mass 10.30am For the People of the Parish

Please note: There will be no Masses or services from Monday 12th - until Saturday 17th (6.00pm Mass)

Please pray for: Esmé Coveney, Rita Lane, Margaret Williams, Patrick Arnold, Fiona Hilleard,
Tony Fabian, Helen O’Connell, Douglas Manning, Diane Mahoney, Sile Monnely, Rita Casey, Rose Bull, Carol Keenan,
Eileen Wharton, Oran Keenan, Margarita Hardiman, Robert Colledge, Eileen Price, Concepta Cuddihy and Frank Hinds.
rﬂ Please pray for the repose of the souls of Jane Jackson and Henryk John Nita.
N May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace.

Many of you may remember Henryk, or ‘H’ as he was known, for his volunteering work in the foodbank some years ago..
He will be sadly missed by his family in Australia.

DIOCESAN PRAYER INTENTIONS: 4th January - 10th January
Sun: Participants in Alpha and Café courses. Mon: Clergy celebrating Jubilees this year. Tue: Ethnic Communities in the
Diocese. Wed: Judicial Vicar and work of Diocesan Tribunal. Thur: Worldwide Marriage Encounter. Fri: Engaged and mar-
ried couples. Sat: ‘Marriage Encounter’ and Parish groups supporting the Sacrament of Matrimony.

JOIN OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOL COMMUNITY! Spaces Available in YearR, 1,2 &3
Due to families relocating, we are delighted to offer places for new children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year
3. Arrange a personal tour today! Visit our website to apply: www.sjbschool.co.uk or email:
office@st-john-andover.hants.sch.uk

NOTICE FOR ALL PARENTS Dear Parents, for safeguarding purposes would you please ensure that you always accompany
your children if they need to go to the toilet when you are at Mass, especially in Andover. Please do not send them to the
hall on their own. Thank you.

PARISH COLLECTIONS - 27/28 DECEMBER LOOSE PLATE: £601.20 GIFT AID ENVELOPES: £225.00
STANDING ORDERS: (Weekly Average) £933  DIRECT DEBITS: (Weekly Average) £315.00
December outgoings to the Diocese: Diocesan Levy £4,837.00; Insurance, Performing Licence, Payroll, Computer,
Worknest H&S and Courses £2,940.
[This doesn’t include utilities, consumables, postage & printing, altar and liturgical items etc.]
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