PARISH NEWS FOR THE

CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, ANDOVER
St John the Baptist, Andover and St John Fisher, Whitchurch
Office: Alexandra Rd, Andover, SP10 3AD Tel: 01264 352829

Reverend Canon Christopher Rutledge KHS email: chrisrutledge@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Office email: office@catholic-andover.org.uk
Website: www.catholic-andover.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Mrs Jackie Kelly: safeguarding@catholic-andover.org.uk
Office Hours: Monday: 8.30am - 3.30pm; Tues. & Thurs.: 8.30am - 12 noon; Fri. 8.30am - 2.30pm.
NB: The Office is CLOSED on Wednesdays / Canon Chris’ Day off: Wednesday.

22nd and 23rd November - Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

As the Church’s Liturgical Year draws to a close, the Feast of Christ the King,
celebrated this weekend, calls all believers to turn their eyes toward the true and eternal
King - Jesus Christ. This feast, established by Pope Pius Xl in 1925, was meant to remind a
restless and divided world that peace and order can only reign when Christ is acknowledged
i as King of both hearts and nations.

Th|s solemnlty celebrates Christ’s universal kingship - not a political reign, but a spiritual sovereignty rooted in love,
mercy, and truth. In an age where pride and power often dominate human ambition, the image of Christ wearing a crown
of gold reminds us that true authority comes through sacrifice and humility. His throne is the Cross, and his law is love.

The feast also serves as a bridge to Advent, inviting the faithful to prepare for the coming of the King- not just in
remembrance of his birth in Bethlehem, but in anticipation of his return in glory. As we honour Christ the King, we are
called to let his reign take root in our homes, our choices, and our daily lives.

To proclaim “Long live Christ the King!” is to declare our loyalty not to worldly rulers, but to Our Lord, whose
kingdom shall have no end. May this Christ the King Sunday remind us that every act of charity, forgiveness, and justice is a
step toward his kingdom. As the Church year concludes, let every heart echo the ancient cry of faith: “Thy Kingdom come,

Thy will be done.”
NDOVER
HAMBER
HOIR

We have the CTS Yearly 2026 Missal for sale in the Parish Office - | (%) ;”;";;bank
M now priced £9 each. ‘Helpfully presented in calendar order from | ™™
the First Sunday of Advent 2025 to Christ the King 2026, this
lightweight, paperback Sunday Missal contains everything you
need for Sunday Mass and Solemnities all year. They contain everything you
need including the order of Mass.’
[Alternatively | can order the three year cyclical hardback Missals
at £20.00 each.]
Please note - we will be discontinuing the pre-printed Mass leaflets
on the weekend of 10th/11th January. Whilst they are useful, they are very
wasteful and not in keeping with the ethos of the encyclical Laudato Si,
where we are encouraged to be less wasteful and care for our planet.

Voices from the Manger

If you are coming to Mass or the
concert on Saturday 13th December -
and if you are able - please park in Beech
Hurst Car park, as the church car park
will be extremely busy!

An evening of Carols and Poems with
Andover Chamber Choir on Saturday 20th
December at 7.00pm in St Mary’s Church,

Andover. Tickets are £18 on the door or £15

A Christmas musical by Roger Jones
Saturday 13th December
St John the Baptist RC Church, Andover
6.30pm Drinks & Stalls
7.30 _Concert
w;,hu
Tickets: £5

Jjamésonsharonl11@gmail.com
Tel: 07933785368

Proceeds to 3@§

PARISH COLLECTIONS -
WEEKEND 8TH / 9TH NOVEMBER
LOOSE PLATE: £745.75
GIFT AID ENVELOPES: £350.50
STANDING ORDERS:
(Weekly Average) £933
DIRECT DEBITS: (Weekly Average)
£315.00

in advance from The Lights (in person and
online) or through choir members.
Under 16s are admitted free.

Refreshments are included. Proceeds in aid

of Andover Foodbank, providing essential

support to local individuals and families in
crisis this winter.

Do remember that St John the Baptist Church is open every day for private prayer.

(It is occasionally closed on Wednesdays as that is Canon Chris’ day off.)




MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS FROM 22ND NOVEMBER - 5TH DECEMBER
Confessions will be every Saturday after 10.00am Mass or from 5.30pm to 5.45pm on Saturday.

Sat. 22nd  Andover Mass 10.00am St Cecilia, Memorial Holy Souls

Sat.22nd  Andover Mass 6.00pm First Mass of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Sheila Muir RIP

Sunday 23rd - Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Whitchurch Mass 9.00am For the People of the Parish
Farleigh School Mass 10.00am -
Andover Mass 10.30am Holy Souls

Sunday 23rd - Blessing of Graves at St John the Baptist after 10.30am Mass.

Canon Chris is on holiday this week, but he will be celebrating early Mass on
Monday, Tuesday and Friday but no Mass, Exposition or Confessions at 10.0am on Saturday 29th.

Mon. 24th  Andover Mass *9.00am St Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest, & Companions, Martyrs Memorial
Keith Soares - 21st Birthday Blessings

Tue. 25th  Andover Mass *9.00am (St Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin Martyr, Optional Memorial)
Holy Souls

Andover - Healing Prayers from 6.30pm - 7.00pm
Wed. 26th  No Mass or Service
Thur. 27th  No Whitchurch Mass (Canon Chris assisting at Farleigh School Reconciliation Service)
Fri. 28th Andover Mass ¥9.00am Pat Doyle RIP
Sat. 29th No 10.00am Mass, Confessions or Exposition
Sat. 29th Andover Mass 6.00pm - Vigil Mass for the First Sunday of Advent For Holy Souls
Sunday 30th - First Sunday of Advent
Whitchurch Mass 9.00am For the Holy Souls
Farleigh School Mass 10.00am -
Andover Mass 10.30am Teresa Munkonge RIP - Anniversary

wid

Mon 1st Advent Mass in St John the Baptist Primary School at 9.30am - all welcome
Tue. 2nd Andover Mass 10.00am Wedding Anniversary Blessings - Clifford and Alisha
* Exposition after Mass Tea, Coffee and Cake after Mass / Exposition - Christmas edition!
Andover - Healing Prayers from 6.30pm - 7.00pm
Wed. 3rd No Mass or Service
Thur. 4th No Whitchurch Mass - Canon Chris meeting with his priest support group.
Fri. 5th Andover Mass 10.00am Michael Roberts RIP - Anniversary

Please note, the Parish Office will be closed
from 12 noon on Thursday 27th November to 8.30am on Monday 8th December

Please pray for: Esmé Coveney, Rita Lane, Margaret Williams, Patrick Arnold, Mary Oak, Fiona Hilleard,
Tony Fabian, Helen O’Connell, Douglas Manning, Diane Mahoney, Sile Monnely, Rita Casey, Rose Bull, Carol Keenan,
Eileen Wharton, Oran Keenan, Margarita Hardiman, Patrick Colledge and Robert Colledge.

DIOCESAN PRAYER INTENTIONS: 23rd November - 29th November
Sun: Christ the King, Reading; Chapel of Christ the King, Sandhurst. Mon: Vietnamese Chaplaincy in the Diocese.
Tue: Diocesan devotions to St Colman of Cloyne. Wed: Parish Youth Clubs and Youth Groups.
Thur: : Parishes, Communities and Schools in the Southampton Central and East Pastoral Areas.
Fri: : ‘Survive-MIVA’, providing transport for mission lands. Sat: Managers of the Diocesan website.

NOTICE FOR ALL PARENTS
Dear Parents, for safeguarding purposes would you please ensure that you always accompany your children if they need
to go to the toilet when you are at Mass, especially in Andover.
Please do not send them across to the hall on their own. Thank you.

The Andover Foodbank would like to thank everyone who has donated to Harvest Festival over the past few weeks. The
response has been amazing and we are, as always, incredibly grateful. We currently have very low stocks of the food and
non-food items listed below and would appreciate any donations: Tinned Minced Beef; Tinned Sweetcorn;
Marshmallows; Peanut Butter; Toothpaste; Laundry pods and Cleaning spray.
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