PARISH NEWS FOR THE

CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, ANDOVER

St John the Baptist, Andover and St John Fisher, Whitchurch
Parish Priest: Reverend Canon Christopher Rutledge KHS
Office: Alexandra Rd, Andover, SP10 3AD Tel: 01264 352829
Office email: office@catholic-andover.org.uk
Website: www.catholic-andover.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Mrs Jackie Kelly: safeguarding@catholic-andover.org.uk
Office Hours: Monday: 8.30am - 3.30pm; Tues. & Thurs.: 8.30am - 12 noon; Fri. 8.30am - 2.30pm.
NB: The Office is CLOSED on Wednesdays / Canon Chris’ Day off: Wednesday.

10th and 11th January 2026 - The Baptism of the Lord

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK.
The Sound of Joy
“He went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened for him.” (Matthew 3:16)

Isaiah tried to prepare the people. The Messiah will surprise us. He will not vanquish his enemies, garbed as a king or
warrior or sage. The holy one comes as a servant, ministering quietly to the forgotten. We imagined a conqueror trampling
over the earth, not a friend to broken creatures.

Old expectations are stubborn. They do not surrender easily. Surely salvation is earned. Don’t we compete for God
like we compete for all goods? Isn’t more and more the goal? Only freeloaders get a pass. Doesn’t God grade our
achievements to divvy up glory?

When we pause from the race, these questions arise. Who finds us in the ditch? Who doesn’t restrict entry? Who
embraces the lowly and troublesome? Who throws a party when the lost one is found? Who does not await inspections to
deem us worthy? In the pause, our eyes widen. We look for greatness in the wrong places. Glimpsing the face of God, we
pass from death to life.

John was uncomfortable. By the river was Jesus, feet sunk in the mud like the throng awaiting the waters. John was
just a messenger. To baptize the holy one was not proper, not just. Jesus reassured him: treat me the same. He came to
share in our humanity. He came to serve sinners, not to rule from above.

Jesus emerged joyous from the water to the divine chorus. In accepting our humanity, we find God's embrace. “Here
is my beloved with whom | am well pleased.” JS.

PRE-BAPTISM EVENING SESSION
The next Baptism preparation evening will be on Wednesday 14th January from 7.00pm to 9.00pm in the Parish Hall.
Completion of the session is required before booking a baptism. To register for the course, please email / telephone the
Parish Office. Both parents are requested to attend - but not children - and you must be registered with the Parish.

COLLECTION FOR THE DIOCESAN CATHEDRAL On the weekend of 24th and 25th January, there will be a second collection for
the upkeep of our Diocesan Cathedral in Portsmouth, the Cathedral of St John the Evangelist. Special Collection Envelopes
will be available at all Masses for those who do not have planned giving envelopes for second collections. This collection is
the only support our Cathedral receives from the wider Diocesan family. As well as many regular services, the Cathedral also
has Cathedral Discovery Centre, a multi-functional resource of benefit to the Parish, the diocese and the community at large.
The Repository has a wide range of goods and a Coffee Shop selling Fair Trade products, snacks and meals. The Resource
Centre offers a range of educational and Catholic courses for schools and parishes. Do go and visit, it's yours to discover!

The January issue of the Parish Journal is now available to download from the website.

Gift card fraud is an increasingly common way of tricking victims into purchasing gift cards and sharing their details,
leading to financial loss. Please be aware that there have been scam messages circulating which appear to come from
priests or diocesan staff, asking people to buy gift cards or provide financial help urgently. The Diocese and its clergy will
never ask for money, gift cards, vouchers, or personal details by email, text message, or social media.

If you receive a message of this kind, do not respond and do not send any money. Please report it to your parish office or
to the Diocese communications team so that we can alert others.

Thank you for your vigilance and for helping to protect our parish communities.

If there is anyone who has set up a Standing Order to the Parish in recent weeks/months and hasn’t completed a
Gift Aid Declaration, we would be really grateful if you could do so.
All the relevant forms can be found on the Parish website: www.catholic-andover.org.uk

Christmas Crib Collection Thank you for you Crib Offerings for ‘The Knights of the Holy Sepulchre’.
We were able to send £537.00 towards their work.
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MASsS TIMES AND INTENTIONS FROM 10TH JANUARY 2026 - 23RD JANUARY 2026
Confessions will be every Saturday after 10.00am Mass or from 5.30pm to 5.45pm on Saturday.

Sat. 10th Andover Mass 10.00am Frank Hinds - for Strength and Healing

Sat. 10th Andover 6.00pm Mass Special Intention
Sunday 11th January - The Baptism of the Lord
Whitchurch Mass 8.30am Tomas Stevenson RIP
Farleigh School Mass 10.00am -
Andover Mass 10.30am For the People of the Parish
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Please note: There will be no Masses or services from Monday 12th - until Saturday 17th (6.00pm Mass)

Congratulations to Kitty Iris Mary Monro and Chloe Eveena Greig who are to be baptised this weekend.

Sat. 17th Andover 6.00pm Mass For the People of the Parish

Sunday 18th January - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Whitchurch Mass 8.30am
Farleigh School Mass 10.00am -

Andover Mass 10.30am Esmé Kelly RIP - Anniversary

Mon. 19th  Andover 6.00pm Mass (St Aelred, Abbot, optional memorial or Feria)

Tue. 20th  Andover Mass 10.00am (St Hilary, Bishop & Doctor o f the Church, optional memorial or Feria )
Mass in Thanksgiving for all Parish Volunteers

Andover - Healing Prayers from 6.30pm - 7.00pm
Wed. 21st  No Mass or Service
Thur.22nd  Whitchurch Mass 10.00am

Fri. 23rd Andover Mass 10.00am Margaret Louise Collins RIP - Anniversary

Please pray for: Esmé Coveney, Rita Lane, Margaret Williams, Patrick Arnold, Fiona Hilleard,
Tony Fabian, Helen O’Connell, Douglas Manning, Diane Mahoney, Sile Monnely, Rita Casey, Rose Bull, Carol Keenan,
Eileen Wharton, Oran Keenan, Margarita Hardiman, Robert Colledge, Eileen Price, Concepta Cuddihy and Frank Hinds.
gﬁ'» Please pray for the repose of the souls of Jane Jackson and Henryk John Nita.
%—FJ May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace.

DIOCESAN PRAYER INTENTIONS: 11th January - 17th January
Sun: Those to be baptised this year, their godparents, families and catechists. Mon: Diocesan Marriage and Family Life
Teams. Tue: Catenian Association. Wed: Verbum Dei Communities in the Diocese.
Thur: Army Catholic Chaplains and Personnel Fri: Royal Navy and Royal Air Force Catholic Chaplains and Personnel.
Sat: : “Churches Together”.
Next weekend 24th / 25th January: Second Collection (Obligatory) for the Cathedral.

MASS INTENTIONS.
There is a tradition in our faith to have Masses celebrated on behalf of our friends and loved ones in particular
circumstances. We are able to accept Mass intentions for the next 2 or 3 months; if you would like a Mass celebrated,
please contact the Parish office, the usual offering is about £10 per Mass.

Baptism of the Lord - January 11, 2026 "This is my beloved Son; with whom | am well pleased." God’s delight in His Son
mirrors the joy He takes in those who follow His call. As a child of God, He desires what is best for you. Take time this week
to pray and listen for His guidance in how He wants you to serve Him. Talk to your priest or
contact Cn. John Cooke. vocations@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or call 01329 318 869

Mass Leaflets: Please note, this is the last weekend we will haver the Mass leaflets.
There are still copies of the Yearly Missal or the 3-Year CTS Missal available from the Parish Office.

Thank you from the SVP for the generous response to the appeal for South Sudan. Cash and cheques paid through the
parish conference, on top of donations sent directly to SVP Twinning, amounted to £2,148. In addition many donations
were Gift Aided. Special thanks to the Whitchurch parishioners whose raffle raised £323.

PARISH COLLECTIONS - 3RD / 4TH JAN LOOSE PLATE: £1293.25 GIFT AID ENVELOPES: £301.50
STANDING ORDERS: (Weekly Average) £933  DIRECT DEBITS: (Weekly Average) £315.00
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